CHAPTER V

A NATION IN ARMS

THERE are 60,000,000 children under seventeen
years of age in the Soviet Union, a population greater
than that of either France or England, and all pass
through a military mold. That mold is the Soviet sys-
tem of education.
Lenin went to the New Testament for the most
powerful slogan of the revolution, that about "the last
being first and the first last." Stalin chose his epitome
for the Soviet's military programme from the Old
Testament. David's injunction to "teach the children
of Judah the use of the bow" has been translated by
the Communist party of Russia into an incisive edict
as follows:
"Every young person must become proficient in some
branch of military science and battle practice,. .. Every
young worker, every young clerk, every young office
employe must learn to handle a machine gun *.."
The next war will be a war of peoples rather than
of armies in the view of Moscow's war office. There
will be no civilians in it; all will be soldiers. Aviation,
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